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May 14, 2026 
 
Dear constituents,  
 
I would like to take a moment to introduce myself to the barber industry of Arkansas. My name is Somer 
Shannon, I am a recent graduate of the University of Arkansas’ Clinton School of Public Service. I started with 
the Arkansas Department of Labor and Licensing as an intern in the summer of 2023. I was hired full-time in 
the fall of 2023 as the licensing and permitting coordinator for the Arkansas Towing and Recovery Board, 
where I served for 2.5 years.  
 
I started in my position as Director of the State Board of Barber Examiners on May 04, 2026. I look forward to 
serving you all in this capacity; I am committed to protecting the health of the public, enforcing the barber laws, 
and minimizing barriers to entry.  
 
After several discussions with staff, a few items have come to my attention that I would like to address; all 
barbershops and schools are subject to inspection during business hours, per A.C.A § 17-20-206(c). The 
primary issue that our inspectors are encountering in the field relate to the following: (1) sanitation and safety 
violations, (2) the absence of proper display of the certificate of registration, per A.C.A § 17-20-305, and (3) 
refusal to provide identification upon request, per administrative rule 5(F). Please review the administrative 
rules and laws on our main website to avoid compliance issues.  
 
In the near future, we will start imposing fines for violations of the barber laws, as well as for violations of the 
administrative rules of the State Board of Barber Examiners. If you have any questions or concerns, please 
contact our office at 501-682-4035. 
    
Respectfully submitted, 
Somer Shannon 
Director 
State Board of Barber Examiners 
900 West Capitol Avenue, Suite 400 
Little Rock, AR 72201 
somer.shannon@arkansas.gov 

 
​ ​ https://labor.arkansas.gov/licensing/state-board-of-barber-examiners/ 
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